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area, are twice cropped. The principal staples are rice, jute, rape and
mustard, and tobacco. By far the most extensive crop is rice, which
occupies 88 per cent, of the net cropped area. More than three-quarters
of the crop is harvested in the winter, and the rest in the autumn. The
early rice is grown principally on high lands, but one variety thrives on
low marshy soil. The light alluvial soils are admirably suited to jute
cultivation, and Rangpur yields an eighth of the whole output of
Bengal, being second only to Mymensingh. Tobacco, another speciality
of the District, thrives best on the sandy lands along the banks of the
Tista river. Rape and mustard are also grown largely in Rangpur, and
are especially common on the islands in the Brahmaputra. Potatoes
are coming into favour.

During the past twenty years there has been a considerable spread
of cultivation by the reclamation of waste and silted-up marshy lands,
and there is now little room for further extension. The progress of jute
cultivation has been extraordinary, and to some extent this has been at
the expense of rice, There is little or no irrigation, which is rendered
unnecessary by the copious and regular rainfall. Owing to the fertility
of the soil and the prosperity of the people, little use has been made of
the Land Improvement and Agriculturists' Loans Acts; but in 1897-8,
a year of poor crops, Rs. 3,400 was advanced under the latter Act.

The country-bred cattle are poor, and animals from Upper India
are purchased in large numbers at the Darwani fair. Buffaloes, though
small, are largely reared and are exported in considerable numbers to
Assam. Very little pasturage is left except in the river islands, and it
is difficult to feed the cattle, especially during the rains.

Indigenous manufactures are insignificant and decaying. Cotton
carpets and cloth, gunny cloth, and rough silk (endi) are woven on
a small scale, and a few brass-ware and bell-metal
utensils are manufactured. There are jute presses
at DOMAR and SAIDPUR, and railway workshops
at the latter place.

The trade is now almost entirely carried by rail. The chief imports
are cotton piece-goods, salt, kerosene oil, coal, and rice; and the chief
exports are jute, tobacco, mustard, unrefined sugar, and rice. The
centres of the jute export business are Domar, Darwani, Saidpur, and
Rangpur town. Tobacco is bought by the Arakanese and exported to
Burma, where it is manufactured into cigars. Rice is imported chiefly
from the neighbouring Districts of Dinajpur and Bogra, and exported
to Calcutta; coal is imported from Burdwan and Manbhum, and some
tobacco goes to the neighbouring Districts; but the rest of the trade
is with Calcutta. The merchants are for the most part Europeans,
Marwaris, and Sahas. The brokers are local Muhammadans, with
a sprinkling of Rajbansis.